
TOPOGRAPHY 

The elev a ti on va ries a r ou nd three to six hundred ' feet above 

s ea level in the S outhe rn Pines Planning Area. The site of the 

t o wn was originally selected for i ts ' location on the ridge which 

divides the drainage to the north and south t o different river 

b as ins. T he surface of the S an dhills Re gion is a t y pically g entle 

undul a ting sys t em of slopes. 

The range of g rade is normally between five and fifteen per ­

cent which permits r e sid en ti al construction thr o u ghou t the area 

without extensive excava ti on being required. Because of the 

undulating characte r there a re no flooding or sw amp pr o blems. 

Erosion is evident only i n case s where the natural properties of 

the grade were ignored. The topographic cha ra c teristics of the 

Southern Pines area an d surr ounding vici nity combined with the 

a dmirable draining qualities of th e native s a nd y soil pr ov ide an 

unexcelled base for golf g r een s and hor se trac ks. 

There is literally no siz able p arcel of lan d that woul d not 

be capable o f utilization for potential urban devel o pment within 

the Southern Pines P lanning Area . However, intelligent consid­

eration should be given to any change in the natural con t ou rs in 

the course of a ny devel o pment or construc ti on projects. 

SOILS 

The p o tenti a l o f the soils in t he Southern Pines Planning 

Area has had a positive and encouraging effect on the urban 

land development in the re g ion . In ves t igat i on of soil ca p a ­

bilities should precede development and be a part of the planning 

process. The characteristics o f the soil provide information 

related to drainage a nd water conditions a nd serve as a basis 

for the c hoice o f certain types and intensities of development. 

Geo logically, the a rea of the S a ndhills region including 

Southern Pines, Aberdeen, Pinehurst, Niagara, Vass, and Pinebluff 

is in the Pre-Triassic vo l va nic slate division. This g eological 
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